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Prince of Wales something to do to occupy his spare
time, of which he had twenty-four hours every day.
Moreover, she did not think it desirable that the two
young people should see too much of each other before
their marriage. They might, as Melbourne had once
suggested to her, find traits in each other which they
did not like. It was far better that, in the traditional
Royal mode, they should be irrevocably united before
there was a risk of their making such discoveries, and
should adjust themselves afterwards. So she lent the
Prince her yacht, asked Vicky and Fritz to cruise with
him in the Mediterranean, and signified her wish that
Alexandra should spend ten days with her at Osborne.
The Princess's father, Prince Christian, brought
her over, and then was sent away again, for the Queen
was not equal to entertaining an adult Royal guest,
for whom she might have to alter her way of life ;
moreover these conversations with his daughter con-
cerned him, and were better held in his absence. He
would certainly become King of Denmark, through
his wife's inheritance, before long, and it must be
impressed on Alexandra that though in her heart
she might love her father and his country as much as
she pleased, she must keep these filial and patriotic
affections to herself, and above all she must not
attempt to foster pro-Danish sentiments in Bertie.
Prussia in conjunction with Austria was determined
to rape the Duchies of Schleswig and Holstein and
it would give great offence in Germany if the heir
to the English throne, not always very discreet,
showed himself Danishly disposed : Alexandra must
leave the Dane behind when she married into the
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